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APOTHECARTES IN RURAL REGTONS UNBATISPACTORY

- : ) P, Patror

S Despite changes in rural medical-aid sexvices, the deficlency in medicine-
ot Iy dispensing organizations has been ignored, with the result that the medioal
supply network i{s uot large enough to oope with the ‘noreased demands.

The UB practice of a-ooking such astrange items as household appliances
is beinz oondemned. Kural apothevaries must concentints on thelir prinoipal
tagk, supplying the rural irhabitants with mediocal preperationa.  Until
they have obtained oosplete msdical inventories, they ahould not venturs in-
to tha dry goods and hcme appliance fielde.

Inventories are sometimes so incomplete as to necessitate subctitution.
. Central apothecaries are far from the presoribing physician, and the patients
would have to travel a great dlstance to get their presoriptions filled.
The small affiliated “apothecary” points without any pharmaceuticsl depart-
monts would serve very well dut for the fact that their stooks are limited.
Consequently, doctors' presoriptions are detarmined by the inventory of the
olosest apothesary point rather than by the needs of his patient,
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